STATE OFFICES PROMOTING IMMIGRANT INTEGRATION


	STATE
	IMMIGRATION OFFICE OR PROGRAM
	DESCRIPTION
	ESTIMATED BUDGET FOR INTEGRATION ACTIVITIES
	WEBSITE
	Date of Issuance of Executive Order or other pending initiative 

	1. California
	Office of Immigrant Assistance, Office of the Attorney General
	Handles complaints arising out of California’s stringent law to prevent the exploitation of immigrants by notarios and other unlicensed purveyors of immigration legal advice
	$500,000 (2004)

	http://ag.ca.gov/immigrant/
	

	1. California
	Naturalization Service Program, Dept. of Community Services & Development
	Naturalization outreach, intake and assessment, collaboration with, and referral to other naturalization services providers, citizenship application assistance, and citizenship testing and interview preparation
	$3 million (2007-2008)
	http://www.csd.ca.gov/Programs/Naturalization%20Services%20Program.aspx


	Bill to establish an Office of Immigrant Affairs within the Dept. of Community Services and Development introduced in 2007. New office would subsume the Naturalization Services Program and add new functions

	2. Illinois
	Bureau of Refugee and Immigrant Services
	Refugee and Immigrant Citizenship Initiative (RICI)

The first state-funded program of its kind. Since 1995, thirty-five agencies have provided ESL, civics, and U.S. history instruction, as well as application services to more than 100,000 immigrants throughout Illinois.

Outreach, Translation, and Interpretation Project

The Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR) administers this project which seeks to assure that eligible immigrants in need access the public benefit programs administered by IDHS. Thirty-five agencies provide outreach and community education in a broad range of languages, and are available for interpreter services during IDHS transactions.

Illinois Immigrant Policy Project (IIPP)

Produced a number of studies, including: Illinois Immigrants: Taxes Paid, Services Used; Citizenship Service Needs; New Immigrants and Refugees in Illinois; Public Aid and Illinois Immigrants; A Profile of 1990-95 Arrivals. Adjunct activities include the Immigrant and Refugee Health Task Force which produced "Building Linguistic and Cultural Competency: A Tool Kit for Managed Care." In FY' 03 IIPP released a series of four reports on the needs of immigrants concerning immigration law, labor, education, health, and human service issues
	Ca. $8 million
	http://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=30363

	

	2. Illinois
	Office of New Americans Policy and Advocacy, Governor’s Office
	
	Ca $3 million
	http://www.immigrants.illinois.gov/Staff.htm

	In 2005, Governor Rod Blagojevich signed the landmark “New American Executive Order,” creating The Office of New Americans Policy and Advocacy, to coordinate policies and programs to help newcomers fully assimilate to the state, provide more and better services to the growing number of immigrants living in Illinois, and to study the impact of immigration policy on the state.


	3. Maryland
	Maryland Office for New Americans (MONA)

	Administered a Citizenship Promotion Program and provided language access training to state employees, in addition to managing the state refugee program
	
	
	Name of office changed to Maryland Office of Refugees and Asylees in 2009 – immigrant integration functions transferred to MD Council for New Americans (see below)

	3. Maryland
	Maryland Council for New Americans, Department of Labor and Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives
	
	Citizenship Promotion and Immigrant Integration Grant program established in 2009 with initial funding of $52,000.
Earlier in 2009, Governor signaled intention to raise to $1 million. 
	http://www.newamericans.maryland.gov/

	Executive Order issued in December, 2008, creating Maryland Council for New Americans, Four working groups created: Workforce, Citizenship, Governmental Access, and Financial Services; Report to be issued by September 30, 2009; MD Office for New Americans renamed MD Office for Refugees and Asyless


	4. Massachusetts
	Massachusetts Office for Refugee and Immigrants, Office of Health and Human Services
	The Citizenship for New Americans (CNA) program funds organizations to assist immigrants in the naturalization process.  CNA came into existence in 2006, when MIRA and its membership and partners secured $500,000 for the program in the state budget.  With this funding, the Massachusetts Office for Refugee and Immigrants has awarded 13 contracts to organizations across the state to provide citizenship and naturalization services to low-income immigrants.  The MIRA Coalition provides training and technical assistance for the grantees.
Also manages the New Americans Agenda Initiative.
	FY 2009 appropriation  is $650,000.
	http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eohhs2agencylanding&L=4&L0=Home&L1=Government&L2=Departments+and+Divisions&L3=Office+for+Refugees+and+Immigrants&sid=Eeohhs2

	On July 9, 2008, Governor Patrick signed Executive Order 503, “Integrating Immigrants and Refugees into the Commonwealth,” thus launching the New Americans Agenda for Mass. The Executive Order calls for the Massachusetts Office for Refugees and Immigrants (MORI) and the Governor's Advisory Council for Refugees and Immigrants (GACRI) to develop and deliver a series of policy recommendations that emphasize the positive integration of these communities into the economic and civic life of the state. The information for these recommendations will be generated over the next year by a series of public meetings across the state in addition to research, interviews with experts, and input from state agencies in issue-based policy working groups. MORI will present its policy recommendations to the Governor by July 1, 2009

	5. New Jersey
	
	
	
	
	Executive Order issued in August, 2007, establishing Blue Ribbon Panel on Immigrant Policy. Final report issued in March, 2009

	6. New York
	Bureau Of Refugee And Immigration Affairs (BRIA), New York State Office Of Temporary And Disability Assistance


	The New York State Citizenship Initiative, Provides application assistance, ESL classes, test preparation and legal assistance 
to immigrants eligible for citizenship. Services provided through a network of 18 agencies  throughout New York State
The New York State Citizenship Hotline, 

Supports a multilingual hotline run by Catholic Charities in New York City
	Citizenship Initiative:  $1.8 million
New York State Citizenship Hotline: $660,000
	
	

	7. Virginia
	
	
	
	
	Created in 2007 by the Virginia Assembly, the 20-member Virginia Commission on Immigration issued its final report in January of 2009. Among the many recommendations in the report was one to create an "office of immigrant assistance services," and another to develop a comprehensive state plan "to address the needs of the foreign-born population in a consistent/uniform manner."

	8. Washington
	New Americans Program, Department of Community,

Trade and Economic Development (CTED) 


	After bidding process, contract awarded to One America (formerly Hate Free Zone) to administer program.  One America subcontracts with more than 10 organizations to provide naturalization outreach, education, and assistance. Contract requires  a 25 percent match of non-state funding

	$344,000 (2009) with statement of intent on the part of the legislature to boost to $2 million.
	http://www.wanewamericans.org/

	Executive Order issued in Feb of 2008, creating the New Americans Policy Council. According to WSJ article, the Council is expected to issue recommendations covering such matters as “learning English, transferring professional credentials, and becoming civically engaged through public-private partnerships.” Final report due in October of 2009.
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