RACISM’S NEW FRONTIER
The level of hostility directed at undocumented immigrants is symptomatic of a new and dangerous form of group hatred infecting American life. Over the years, many have worked hard to stamp out the cancer of racism in our society.  Through educational campaigns and hard-fought battles in the streets, courts, and legislatures, most Americans now recognize overt forms of racism and support measures to protect minorities from its insidious effects. 
At the same time, however, that Americans have made progress in combating racial or ethnic-based expressions of hatred, the predisposition to hatred as a way of coming to grips with a world undergoing rapid change has grown. The forces of globalization, preeminently at play in the United States, are bringing together people of diverse races, religions, ethnicities, and class backgrounds, forcing change and mutual accommodations on the part of native and foreign-born people, a process profoundly unsettling to people who wish to live in an idealized past that can no longer be recaptured. 

Immigrants, and in particular those here illegally, now provide a safe channel for expressions of rage and hatred.  The word “immigrant” itself, lifted out of its social context, lacks any ethnic or racial association, and hence the immigrant can be attacked freely, without fear of exposure to the charge of racism. This is especially true because immigrants are newcomers to our society, and often considered not fully deserving of the protections afforded to “real Americans.”  As “foreigners,” immigrants also come to symbolize the powerful and disruptive forces that are sweeping through the world. 
However, immigrants are always real people living in real societies. At any particular point in our history, certain groups predominate within the immigrant stream. Before the last half of the twentieth century, until civility triumphed, civil rights legislation was passed, and overt racism became socially unacceptable, immigrants could readily be attacked for who they were, not just for their status as newcomers to our society. New Jersey had a notably ugly record in this regard.  Have we forgotten the virulent hostility directed at the Catholic Irish in mid-nineteenth century New Jersey, where Princeton was a center of the so-called “Protestant Crusade”?  Or how Woodrow Wilson, while still a professor at Princeton in 1901, could write in his five-volume History of the American People, about the “multitudes of men of the lowest class from the south of Italy and men of the meaner sort out of Hungary and Poland, men out of the ranks where there was neither skill nor energy nor any initiative of quick intelligence”?
We have largely left behind such blatant forms of racism.  Pundits like Lou Dobbs and Pat Buchanan now carefully avoid discussing immigration in explicitly racist terms.  Craig Carton and Ray Rossi, the “Jersey Guys” on Radio Station 101.5, recently denied targeting Hispanics as a group, despite using Mexican themes in their current  “La Cuca-gotcha” campaign to enlist the public’s help in apprehending illegal aliens. But images of invasion and cultural contamination, common earlier in our history, are still used today.  Stereotyping people as crime-prone, disease-ridden, and parasitical are also prevalent.  Rather than pinning these labels on ethnic or racial groups, today’s crypto-racists are more likely to talk about “third world peoples” or illegal immigrants. 
But it’s not hard to read between the lines.  Buchanan and others worry about reaching the proverbial tipping point when “whites” are overtaken by “others” as the majority in this country. In his self-proclaimed role as “Cultural Warrior,” Bill O'Reilly fights the army of “secular-humanists,” who he feels have spurned “Judeo-Christian values” and threaten the “soul of America.”  In the nightmarish vision described in the first chapter of his latest book, it is telling that the American president who delivers the State of the Union speech in the year 2020 -- a speech calling for open borders between all nations -- is named “Gloria Hernandez.”

There is, of course, a legitimate discussion to be had about border security and desirable levels of immigration, including the proper distribution of visas between high-skilled and low-skilled workers, correcting the “wink and nod” immigration mess, and dealing fairly and wisely with the unauthorized immigrants already here, but there is little evidence of any desire on the part of the immigration warriors to engage in such a reasoned conversation. Indeed, the new racists hide their bigotry, perhaps even from themselves, and wrap their crusade in a cloak of misinformation and manipulated data that make them appear to be defenders of the little guy. 
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