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There is little if any evidence of a propensity to crime among unauthorized immigrants. To make such a claim based on a single horrific incident such as the Newark murders, or even on the basis of multiple criminal incidents, doesn't amount to proof of anything - other than the potential of human beings to do evil.

Many of the nation's leading criminologists and sociologists have taken the unusual step of releasing and publishing a letter on the subject of crime and immigration. I have also done a short summary of the available research. 

That doesn't mean that our immigration system doesn't need to be fixed. Our immigration laws should certainly bar criminals from entering the country in the first place or deport immigrants convicted of serious offenses after admission. 

But let's not confuse the two issues. Stigmatizing or even deporting 12 to 15 million unauthorized immigrants, the vast majority of whom are hard-working and law-abiding, doesn't solve urban crime problems; nor does it address the flaws in our immigration system. 

All over the world, governments are playing catch-up, trying to reform their immigration systems to reflect powerful economic and social forces at play in the world. The problem of illegal immigration is worldwide in scope. A good overview was published last year by the Center for Comparative Immigration Studies at the University of California, San Diego.

Even traditional immigrant-exporting countries, like Greece, Italy, and Spain, have now become immigrant-receiving countries. Since 1982, Italy has had six "regularizations" (the preferred term for "amnesty" or "legalization" in Europe); Greece has had three, and Spain has had five. Millions have been granted permanent residence. The primary beneficiaries have been Moroccans in Italy, Albanians in Greece, and Moroccans and Africans in Spain.

In recent years, Europe's thirst for labor has been quenched through the entry of ten eastern European countries to the European Union. The so-called Celtic Tiger, as the surging Irish economy has been described, has been largely fed with Polish labor. There are now roughly 200,000 Poles living in Ireland, and probably greater numbers in Great Britain. Were it not for legal immigration from Eastern Europe, there would probably be even higher numbers of unauthorized workers in the European Union. 

Lest you think that illegal immigration is solely a European and American problem, let's not forget about the millions of Chinese unauthorized immigrants now living and working in Siberia, or the thousands of Pakistani "illegals" in the Gulf States, or the Filipinos in Japan, the Guyanese in Barbados, the Guatemalans in Mexico. The list goes on and on. 

And also let's not forget that migration flows are not always one-way. Princeton Professor Douglas Massey and his colleagues estimate that between 1965 and 1985, 23.4 million of the 28 million undocumented Mexicans who entered the United States returned to Mexico. Many began staying indefinitely only when border enforcement was tightened up!

When legal avenues to migrate are limited, native birth rates are low and economies are healthy, illegal immigration will grow. The cure for the problem of illegal immigration is to establish a realistic immigration system and to bring the unauthorized population out of the shadows through an earned legalization program. Whipping up irrational fears of criminal behavior and turning the undocumented into pariahs are not in our nation's or New Jersey's best interest. 

