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Articles,	Commentary,	and	Web	Resources	on		
Immigration	and	COVID-19	

	
Most	materials	are	arranged	in	chronological	order	within	four	topical	areas:		
immigrant	vulnerabilities	(Page	1),	efforts	to	address	immigrant	vulnerabilities	
(Page	6),	immigrant	contributions	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic	response	effort	(Page	8),	
and	websites	with	COVID-19	immigration-related	resources	(Page	11).	This	file	will	be	
updated	on	a	weekly	basis.	

	
Immigrant	Vulnerabilities	

	
Many	Latinos	Couldn’t	Stay	Home.	Now	Virus	Cases	Are	Soaring	in	Their	
Communities,	
Shawn	Hubler	et	al,	The	New	York	Times,	June	27,	2020	
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/26/us/corona-virus-latinos.html	
	
On	the	front	lines,	Latinos	fight	the	coronavirus,	poverty	and	vulnerability	as	
contagion	rages	through	Texas,	
Diane	Solis	&	Alfredo	Corchado,	The	Dallas	Morning	News,	May	28,	2020	
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/public-health/2020/05/28/on-the-front-
lines-latinos-fight-the-coronavirus-poverty-and-vulnerability-as-contagion-rages-
through-texas/	
	
What	Isolation	Does	to	Undocumented	Immigrants,	
Emily	Kaplan,	The	Atlantic,	May	27,	2020	
https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2020/05/isolated-undocumented-
immigrant/612130/	
	
Why	meatpacking	plants	have	become	coronavirus	hotspots,	
Nicole	Narea,	Vox,	May	19,	2020	
https://www.vox.com/2020/5/19/21259000/meat-shortage-meatpacking-plants-
coronavirus	
	
More	Migrant	Workers	Test	Positive	for	COVID-19,	This	Time	in	Gloucester	County,	
Ian	T.	Shearn,	NJSpotlight,	May	19,	2020	
https://whyy.org/articles/more-migrant-workers-test-positive-for-covid-19-this-
time-in-gloucester-county/	
	
Will	Filing	For	Unemployment	Hurt	My	Green	Card?	Legal	Immigrants	Are	Afraid,	
Alina	Selyukh,	NPR,	May	11,	2020	
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/11/851463729/will-filing-for-unemployment-
hurt-my-green-card-legal-immigrants-are-afraid	
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Latinos	Face	Crisis	Upon	Crisis,	
Jorge	Ramos,	The	New	York	Times,	May	8,	2020	
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/08/opinion/ramos-latinos-coronavirus-
aid.html	
	
The	Disproportionate	Burden	of	COVID-19	for	Immigrants	in	the	Bronx,	New	York,	
Jonathan	Ross	et	al,	JAMA	Internal	Medicine,	May	8,	2020	
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2765826	
	
New	Jersey’s	Dangerous	Harvest,	
Ian	T.	Shearn,	NJSpotlight,	May	7,	2020	
https://www.njspotlight.com/2020/05/new-jerseys-dangerous-
harvest/?ct=t%28EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_05_07_2020_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=a42f80ac
9d&mc_eid=dfa6fa5b5b	
	
The	CARES	Act	won’t	help	mixed	status	families	like	mine,	
Rocio	Perez,	Los	Angeles	Times,	May	3,	2020	
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-05-03/undocumented-immigrants-
cares-act-coronavirus-covid	
Los	New	Yorkers:	Essential	and	Underprotected	in	the	Pandemic’s	Epicenter,	
Adriana	Gallardo	&	Ariel	Goodman,	ProPublica,	May	2,	2020	
https://www.propublica.org/article/los-new-yorkers-essential-and-
underprotected-in-the-pandemics-epicenter	
	
Undocumented	Workers	in	Service	Sector	Most	Likely	to	be	Harmed	by	COVID-19,	
Brandon	McKoy	et	al,	New	Jersey	Policy	Perspective,	April	2020	
https://www.njpp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/NJPP-Policy-Brief-Service-
Sector-Industries-Most-Likely-to-be-Harmed-by-COVID-19-2.pdf	
	
Trump’s	Immigration	Policies	are	Making	the	Coronavirus	Pandemic	Worse,	
Tiffany	D.	Joseph,	Newsweek,	April	24,	2020	
https://www.newsweek.com/trumps-immigration-policies-are-making-
coronavirus-pandemic-worse-opinion-1500129	
	
NJ’s	Undocumented	Immigrants	and	COVID-19:	Free-Falling	Through	the	Safety	Net,	
Colleen	O’Dea,	NJ	Spotlight,	April	24,	2020	
https://www.njspotlight.com/2020/04/njs-undocumented-immigrants-and-covid-
19-free-falling-through-the-safety-net/	
	
Undocumented	workers	can’t	collect	unemployment,	
Sophie	Nieto-Munoz,	Star-Ledger,	April	23,	2020	
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/04/undocumented-immigrants-cant-
collect-unemployment-gov-murphy-considering-600-a-week-fund.html	
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DeVos	bars	undocumented	college	students	from	emergency	aid,	
Michael	Stratford,	Politico,	April	21,	2020	
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/21/betsy-devos-undocumented-college-
students-aid-199465	
	
When	Coronavirus	Care	Gets	Lost	in	Translation,	
Emma	Goldberg,	The	New	York	Times,	April	17,	2020	
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/health/covid-coronavirus-medical-
translators.html?auth=login-email&login=email	
	
Coronavirus	at	Smithfield	pork	plant:	The	untold	story	of	America’s	biggest	
outbreak,	
Jessica	Lussenhop,	BBC,	April	17,	2020	
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52311877	
	
COVID-19:	Are	Nonimmigrants	Eligible	for	Unemployment	Benefits,	
Lieselot	K.	Whitbeck,	Business	Immigration	Insights,	April	7,	2020	
https://www.huntonimmigrationlawblog.com/2020/04/articles/business-
immigration/covid-19-are-nonimmigrants-eligible-for-unemployment-benefits/	
	
Anti-Asian	racism	must	be	stopped	before	it	is	normalized,	
Sahar	Aziz,	AJImpact,	April	17,	2020	
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/anti-asian-racism-stopped-
normalised-200412103717485.html	
	
Fearing	deportation,	many	immigrants	at	higher	risk	of	Covid-19	are	afraid	to	seek	
testing	or	care,	
Usha	Lee	McFarling,	STATreports,	April	15,	2020	
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/15/fearing-deportation-many-immigrants-
at-higher-risk-of-covid-19-are-afraid-to-seek-testing-or-care/	
	
Millions	of	taxpaying	immigrants	won’t	get	stimulus	checks,	
Astrid	Galvan	et	al,	Associated	Press,	April	12,	2020	
https://apnews.com/ca1f72133e8d4eec906f93b724ec24b3	
	
‘A	Tragedy	Is	Unfolding’:	Inside	New	York’s	Virus	Epicenter	(Central	Queens),	
Annie	Correal	&	Andrew	Jacobs,	The	New	York	Times,	April	10,	2020	
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/nyregion/coronavirus-queens-corona-
jackson-heights-elmhurst.html	
	
New	Jersey	has	more	immigrant	detainees	with	the	coronavirus	than	any	other	
state,	
Jonathan	D.	Salant,	Star-Ledger,	April	10,	2020	
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/04/nj-has-more-immigrant-detainees-
with-the-coronavirus-than-any-other-state.htmlDespite	Assurances,	Undocumented		
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Immigrants	With	COVID-19	Avoid	Hospitals,	
Fernando	Martinez,	CityLimits,	April	10,	2020	
https://citylimits.org/2020/04/10/despite-assurances-undocumented-
immigrants-with-covid-19-avoid-hospitals/	
	
Immigrant	doctors	face	challenges	to	work,	even	in	coronavirus	pandemic,	
Rafael	Bernal,	The	Hill,	April	10,	2020	
https://thehill.com/latino/492113-immigrant-doctors-face-challenges-to-work-
even-in-coronavirus-pandemic	
	
COVID-19:	Are	Nonimmigrants	Eligible	for	Unemployment	Benefits,	
Lieselot	K.	Whitbeck,	Business	Immigration	Insights,	April	7,	2020	
https://www.huntonimmigrationlawblog.com/2020/04/articles/business-
immigration/covid-19-are-nonimmigrants-eligible-for-unemployment-benefits/	
	
No	work,	no	stimulus	check	add	anxiety	for	undocumented	immigrant	laborers,	
Monsy	Alvarado,	USA	Today,	April	7,	2020	
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/04/07/undocumented-
immigrant-workers-feel-extra-anxiety-amid-coronavirus/2957122001/	
	
U.S.	citizens	with	undocumented	family	members	probably	won’t	see	a	stimulus	
check,	
Karin	Price	Mueller,	Star-Ledger,	April	7,	2020	
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/04/us-citizens-with-undocumented-
family-members-probably-wont-see-a-stimulus-check.html	
	
Coronavirus	fueling	‘total	chaos’	and	tough	decisions	for	Minnesota’s	immigrant	
workers,	
Megan	Burks,	Minnesota	Public	Radio,	April	7,	2020	
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2020/04/07/coronavirus-fueling-total-chaos-
and-tough-decisions-for-minnesotas-immigrant-workers	
	
Coronavirus	may	stop	hundreds	of	thousands	from	becoming	citizens	in	time	to	vote	
in	November,	
Suzanne	Gamboa,	NBC	News,	April	7,	2020	
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/coronavirus-may-stop-hundreds-
thousands-becoming-citizens-time-vote-november-n1178541	
	
They	Cleaned	Other	People’s	Homes.	Now	They	Fear	They’re	Sick,	
Annie	Correal	&	Kimiko	de	Freytas-Temura,	The	New	York	Times,	April	6,	2020	
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/nyregion/coronavirus-nyc-house-
cleaners.html	
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Some	Undocumented	Domestic	Workers	Slip	through	Holes	in	Coronavirus	Safety	
Net,	
Marisa	Peñalosa,	NPR,	April	4,	2020	
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-
updates/2020/04/03/826280607/some-undocumented-domestic-workers-slip-
through-holes-in-coronavirus-safety-net	
	
The	Public	Charge	Rule’s	likely	hazard	to	our	nation’s	health	during	COVID-19,	
Kathryn	Pitkin	DeRose,	The	Hill,	April	3,	2020	
https://thehill.com/opinion/white-house/491080-the-public-charge-rules-likely-
hazard-to-our-nations-health-during-covid	
	
How	coronavirus	threatens	the	seasonal	farmworkers	at	the	heart	of	the	American	
food	supply,	
Michael	Haedicke,	The	Conversation,	April	3,	2020	
https://theconversation.com/how-coronavirus-threatens-the-seasonal-
farmworkers-at-the-heart-of-the-american-food-supply-135252	
	
COVID-19	Guidance	for	Immigrant	Rich	Communities,	
CitiesSpeak,	National	League	of	Cities,	April	2,	2020	
https://citiesspeak.org/2020/04/02/covid-19-guidance-for-immigrant-rich-
communities/	
	
The	missing	piece	in	the	coronavirus	stimulus	bill:	Relief	for	immigrants,	
Nicole	Narea,	Vox,	April	1,	2020	
https://www.vox.com/2020/4/1/21197017/immigrants-coronavirus-stimulus-
relief-bill	
	
Undocumented	U.S.	Immigrants	and	Covid-19,	
Kathleen	R.	Page,	M.D.	et	al,	Perspective,	The	New	England	Journal	of	Medicine,	
March	27,	2020	
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2005953?query=RP	
	
Crisis	within	a	Crisis:		Immigration	in	the	United	States	in	a	Time	of	COVID-19,	
Muzzafar	Chishti	&	Sarah	Pierce,	Migration	Policy	Institute,	March	26,	2020	
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/crisis-within-crisis-immigration-time-
covid-19	
	
These	taxpayers	won’t	get	stimulus	checks.	That’s	unjust,	
Tim	Breene,	CNN	Business	Perspectives,	March	26,	2020	
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/26/perspectives/stimulus-checks-undocumented-
taxpayers/index.html	
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Legal	immigrants	at	risk	of	losing	status	during	coronavirus	pandemic	
Rafael	Bernal,	The	Hill,	March	26,	2020	
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/489569-legal-immigrants-at-risk-
of-losing-status-during-coronavirus-pandemic	
	
Failure	to	fix	immigration	undermines	our	ability	to	mitigate	COVID-19,	
Cristobal	Ramon,	The	Hill,	March	25,	2020	
https://thehill.com/opinion/immigration/489546-failure-to-fix-immigration-
undermines-our-ability-to-mitigate-covid-19	
	
Language	barriers	hamper	coronavirus	response,	
J.	Edward	Moreno	&	Rafael	Bernal,	The	Hill,	March	22,	2020	
https://thehill.com/latino/488834-language-barriers-hamper-coronavirus-
response	
	
Efforts	to	Address	Immigrant	Vulnerabilities	
	
Community	groups	work	to	put	cash	in	the	hands	of	undocumented	immigrants,	
Carlos	Ballesteros,	Chicago	Sun-Times,	May	18,	2020	
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2020/5/18/21260092/coronavirus-undocumented-
chicago-grassroots-community-cash-relief-applications	
	
More	than	4,000	doctors	are	urging	U.S.	Immigration	and	Customs	officials	to	
release	individuals	and	families	from	immigration	detention	due	to	the	COVID-a9	
outbreak,	
Stephen	Stock	et	al,	NBC	Bay	Area,	May	14,	2020	
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/investigations/covid-19-outbreaks-may-arise-from-
immigrant-detention-centers-doctors-say/2289775/	
	
If	They’re	‘Essential,’	They	Can’t	Be	‘Illegal,’	
Alfredo	Corchado,	The	New	York	Times,	May	6,	2020	
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/06/opinion/sunday/coronavirus-essential-
workers.html	
	
What	we	owe	undocumented	Workers	during	Covid-19,	
Saket	Soni	&	Marielena	Hincapie,	CNN	Opinion,	May	6,	2020	
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/06/opinions/undocumented-immigrant-
resilience-workers-covid-19-soni-hincapie/index.html	
	
Jose	Andres,	NAACP	and	other	launch	pro-immigrant	coronavirus	campaign,	
Anagha	Srikanth,	The	Hill,	April	29,	2020	
https://thehill.com/changing-america/respect/diversity-inclusion/495352-jose-
andres-naacp-and-others-launch-pro	
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Lawsuit:	US	citizens	with	immigrant	spouses	should	get	help,	
Astrid	Galvan,	The	Associated	Press,	April	28,	2020	
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/lawsuit-us-citizens-immigrant-spouses-
70397246	
	
Change	is	Hard:	Corona-level	change	is	really	hard,	
Suzette	Brooks	Masters,	Medium,	April	27,	2020	
https://medium.com/@suzettebrooksmasters/change-is-hard-corona-level-
change-is-really-hard-80c5f25af06	
	
Serious	Challenges	And	Potential	Solutions	for	Immigrant	Health	During	COVID-19,	
Whitney	L.	Duncan	&	Sarah	B.	Horton,	Health	Affairs,	April	18,	2020	
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20200416.887086/full/	
	
NYC’s	$20M	fund	will	provide	emergency	relief	to	immigrant	workers	and	their	
families,	
Dana	Schulz,	6sqft,	April	17,	2020	
https://www.6sqft.com/nycs-20m-fund-will-provide-emergency-relief-to-
immigrant-workers-and-their-families/	
	
Undocumented	Immigrants	Make	Plea	for	Coronavirus	Aid,	
Cape	May	County	Herald,	April	15,	2020	
https://www.capemaycountyherald.com/news/article_896c6a8e-7f50-11ea-b3b9-
bb16a883f1da.html	
California	announced	$125	million	fund	for	undocumented	immigrants	impacted	by	
coronavirus,	
CNBC,	April	15,	2020	
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/15/california-to-give-cash-payments-to-
immigrants-hurt-by-coronavirus.html	
	
To	slow	pandemic,	Trump	should	release	non-violent	migrants	from	detention	
centers,	
Laurence	Benenson	&	Jonathan	Haggerty,	USA	Today,	April	15,	2020	
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/04/15/coronavirus-pandemic-
trump-should-release-migrants-detention-column/2987925001/	
	
Holding	on	to	Collective	Solidarity	After	the	Corona	Virus,	
Wendy	Feliz	&	Suzette	Brooks	Masters,	American	Immigration	Council,	April	8,	2020	
https://immigrationimpact.com/2020/04/08/solidarity-after-coronavirus/#.Xo8Y-
afMxBx	
	
Chicago	mayor	signs	order	ensuring	that	immigrants,	refugees	have	access	to	
COVID-19	relief	provided	by	city,	
Arris	Foley,	The	Hill,	April	7,	2020	
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/491572-chicago-mayor-signs-order-
ensuring-immigrants-and-refugees-have-access	
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New	bill	ensures	immigrant	communities	are	no	longer	shut	out	of	critical	
coronavirus	relief,	
Gabe	Ortiz,	Daily	Kos,	April	6,	2020	
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/4/6/1934789/-New-bill-ensures-
immigrant-communities-are-no-longer-shut-out-of-critical-coronavirus-
relief?detail=emaildkre	
	
Here’s	how	undocumented	immigrants	in	New	Jersey	with	coronavirus	symptoms	
can	get	tested,	
Monsy	Alvarado,	Bergen	Record,	April	4,	2020	
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/new-jersey/2020/04/04/how-
undocumented-immigrants-coronavirus-symptoms-can-get-tested/5117820002/	
	
Minnesota	seeks	to	help	immigrant	residents	cope	with	COVID-19,	
Liz	Navratil	&	Maya	Rao,	Star-Tribune,	April	3,	2020	
https://www.startribune.com/minnesota-seeks-to-help-immigrant-residents-cope-
with-covid-19/569361652/	
	
New	effort	aims	to	provide	Covid-19	resources	to	non-English	speakers	in	U.S.,	
Shafaq	Zia,	Statnews,	April	1,	2020	
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/01/effort-provide-covid-19-resources-non-
english-speakers/	
	
How	Storytelling	During	the	Covid-19	Crisis	Can	Help	Defeat	Nativism,	
Wendy	Feliz,	Immigration	Impact,	March	30,	2020	
https://immigrationimpact.com/2020/03/30/immigrants-stories-during-
coronavirus/#.XpHtHafMxBy	
	
	
Immigrant	Contributions	to	the	COVID-19	Pandemic	Response	
Effort	
	
The	price	of	being	‘essential’:	Latino	service	workers	bear	brunt	of	coronavirus,	
Hailey	Branson-Potts	et	al,	Los	Angeles	Times,	May	17,	2020	
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-05-17/latino-essential-workers-
coronavirus	
	
President	Trump,	I	Am	Not	Your	Enemy.	I	Am	a	Doctor,	
Shahdabul	Faraz,	The	New	York	Times,	May	3,	2020	
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/03/opinion/coronavirus-doctors-
immigration-trump.html	
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Immigrants	Have	Always	Known	the	Pain	of	Social	Distancing,	
Ariel	Dorfman,	The	Atlantic,	May	2,	2020	
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/05/immigrants-have-always-
known-the-pain-of-social-distancing/610969/	
	
US	Foreign-Born	Essential	Workers	by	Status	and	State,	and	the	Global	Pandemic,	
Donald	Kerwin	et	al,	Center	for	Migration	Studies,	May	1,	2020	
https://cmsny.org/publications/us-essential-workers/	
	
The	stability	of	the	global	food	system	relies	on	immigrants,	
Chase	Purdy,	Quartz,	April	26,	2020	
https://qz.com/1844194/covid-19-exposes-how-the-global-food-system-relies-on-
immigrants/	
	
Immmigrant	Doctors	Want	to	Help	Fight	COVID-19	but	are	Stymied	by	State	
Licensing	Laws,	
Camila	Osorio,	The	New	Yorker,	April	23,	2020	
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/immigrant-doctors-want-to-
help-fight-covid-19-but-are-stymied-by-state-licensing-laws	
	
How	Immigrant	Medical	Professionals	are	Helping	to	Fight	the	Coronavirus,	
Marisa	Peñaloza,	NPR,	April	16,	2020	
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/16/834258639/how-immigrant-medical-
professionals-are-helping-to-fight-the-coronavirus	
	
Immigrants	With	Foreign	Medical	Training	Untapped	in	Virus	Fight,	
Genevieve	Douglas,	Bloomberg	News,	April	13,	2020	
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/daily-labor-report/immigrants-refugees-seen-as-
untapped-pool-to-fight-coronavirus	
	
Foreign	Doctors	Could	Help	Fight	Coronavirus.	But	U.S.	Blocks	Many,	
Miriam	Jordan	&	Annie	Correal,	The	New	York	Times,	April	13,	2020	
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/13/us/coronavirus-foreign-doctors-nurses-
visas.html	
	
IRC	launches	online	platform	for	refugees	and	immigrants	seeking	to	obtain	medical	
accreditation	and	join	the	fight	against	Coronavirus,	
Press	Release,	International	Rescue	Committee,	April	12,	2020	
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-launches-online-platform-refugees-and-
immigrants-united-states-seeking-obtain	
	
There’s	a	good	chance	the	nurses	taking	care	of	you	are	immigrants.	Let’s	clap	for	
them,	too.	
Leo-Felix	Jurado,	Star-Ledger,	April	12,	2020	
https://www.nj.com/opinion/2020/04/theres-a-good-chance-the-nurse-taking-
care-of-you-is-an-immigrant-lets-clap-for-them-too.html	
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As	U.S.	Health-Care	System	Buckles	under	Pandemic,	Immigrant	&	Refugee	
Professionals	Could	Represent	a	Critical	Resource,	
Jeanne	Batalova	&	Michael	Fix,	Migration	Policy	Institute,	April,	2020	
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/us-health-care-system-coronavirus-
immigrant-professionals-untapped-resource	
	
Immigrants	Know	All	About	Disaster	Preparedness,	
Liana	Aghajanian,	The	Nation,	April	6,	2020	
https://www.thenation.com/article/culture/covid-toilet-paper-panic/	
	
Dreamers	on	the	frontlines	of	the	coronavirus	health	crisis	work	in	limbo,	
Alexandra	Villarreal,	The	Guardian,	April	5,	2020	
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/apr/05/us-coronavirus-daca-
dreamers-immigration-healthcare	
	
‘Essential’	but	unwanted:	Coronavirus	reveals	another	American	double	standard,	
Danny	Westneat,	Seattle	Times,	April	3,	2020	
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/essential-but-unwanted-coronavirus-
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